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THE ELEMENT OF JOURNALISM
KOVACH & ROSENSTIEL
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The Element of Journalism

KOVACH & ROSENSTIEL

e Journalism’s first obligation is to the truth
o Its first loyalty is to citizens
e Its essence is discipline of verification

e |ts practitioners must maintain an

independence from those they cover

e It must serve as monitor of power



The Element of Journalism

KOVACH & ROSENSTIEL
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The Element of Journalism

KOVACH & ROSENSTIEL

¢ It must provide a forum for public criticim and

compromise

¢ It must strive to make the significant interesting and

relevant

e It must present the news in a way that is comprehensive

and proportional

e Its practioners have an obligation to esercise their

personal conscience (Rl EFD. EBDHI)




The Element of Journalism

KOVACH & ROSENSTIEL
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The Element of Journalism

KOVACH & ROSENSTIEL

e Citizens have rights and responsibilities
when it comes to the news as well - even
more so they become producers and

editors themselves.



The Element of Journalism

KOVACH & ROSENSTIEL
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UNESCO



UNESCO’s support for journalism education is underpinned by a strong
conviction that professional journalistic standards are essential to bring out
the potential of media systems to foster democracy, dialogue and
development.

Professional news media acts as a guardian of public interest. It is an important
component of the checks and balances that form part of a democracy. By
disseminating trusted information to citizens, the news media enables citizen
participation in development and strengthens accountability feedback
mechanisms. Citizens cannot exercise and enjoy their citizenship in the absence
of crucial information and knowledge, which well-trained journalists are better
placed to provide.

However, recent trends in the last few years have placed journalism under fire. A
range of factors are transforming the communications landscape, raising
questions about the quality, impact and credibility of journalism, making
UNESCO's Excellence in Journalism Series a crucial repository for journalism
education and training worldwide.

https://en.unesco.org/unesco-series-on-journalism-education
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