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Subject name I Principles of Journalism,/ Journalism

Instructor I Shigaki Koichiro

Academic Year 2022 Class Code 1540220001 Numbering code
Year of Study 2~4 Type of Class Lecture Credit 2
Schedule Tueb5, Spring Campus HAKUSAN Room 6313
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Main Language Japanese |nstructo_rs with
practical
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Subject
category
Class
frequency
Department for
enroliment
[Sub-title]

Introduction to Journalism/Journalism Studies
[Course Purpose and Description]

The course will provide an overview of journalism research and the principles and foundational idea of
what role journalism plays in contemporary society. In this course, you will learn how social, political, and
technological changes are affecting journalism today. You will also learn the basic concepts and
essential issues of journalism and assess how news organizations should deal with current affairs and
controversial social and political issues, natural disasters, and historical adversity.

The term “journalism” used in this lecture refers to the whole process of communicating to a large
number of people with interpretations based on facts and data about current affairs, including
professional news reporting and editorializing on current issues. While focusing on the main idea and
issues of journalism, we will examine what journalism is "not." We will also look at its history as well to
understand the concept of journalism. In this course, we will not only focus on the existing media such
as newspapers and magazines, radio, and television but also look at new forms of journalism to deepen
our understanding of news media.

Journalism plays a central role in maintaining a society based on democracy. That being said, studying
journalism is vital for anyone who wants to understand modern society and modern culture, whether
they wish to become a journalist or not. By taking this course, | hope that you will learn to think
independently about the problems “journalism” faces today and you will be able to logically explain their
thoughts on challenging issues. | also want you to understand what role journalism plays in the society
you belong to and how journalism influences your ideas and viewpoints.

[Learning Objectives]

Students learning outcomes:

To understand the role of journalism in a democratic society and be able to explain it in plain words.
Also, to acquire the principles and basic idea of journalism.

To understand the critical issues of journalism research today. On top of that, they will be able to gather
information and knowledge necessary for understanding social issues/current affairs, and to use that

information to articulate delivering their thoughts.

To be aware of the news influence on your perceptions or at least start to pay attention to the impact of
news on everyday life.

To be able to evaluate the social issues around journalism and to conduct meta-analysis on how we
perceive the issues surrounding journalism, and at the end to decide how we should act as individuals.

To be able to apply the knowledge for a future study after this class and become a lifelong independent
learner based on your knowledge from the course.

[Schedule]

This schedule may change during the semester in accordance with your needs and progress.
Week 1 Orientation / What is Journalism?
Week 2 What is Journalism (2) Definition of News/Journalism

Week 3: What is Journalism (3) Journalism History in Japan




Week 4 What is Journalism? (4) Journalism History in Western Countries

Week 5 Basic Mechanism of Journalism (1) The Role and Characteristics of Journalism
Week 6 Basic Mechanism of Journalism (2) The Role and Characteristics of Journalism
Week 7 Basic Mechanism of Journalism (3) Journalism and politics/economy

Week 8 Midterm, latest trends in journalism research, latest media trends, etc.

Week 9 Key Issues in Journalism 1: “You are Fake news!" How to understand “fake news”?
Week 10 Key Issues in Journalism 2: Journalism 3.0: News 3.0, News in the Internet Age
Week 11 Key Issues in Journalism 3: Globalization and International press, do we really know the world?
Week 12 Key Issues in Journalism 4: Disasters, man-made disasters, crime, and Adversity
Week 13 Key Issues in Journalism in the Age of Entertainment

Week 14 Summary of journalism theory: What to do in the future?

Week 15 Summary of journalism theory: What to do in the future?
[Instructional Methods]

This course will be conducted through a combination of lectures and group discussions. | will share my
experience as a researcher to help you learn. Familiar topics will be covered so that you can realize what
role journalism plays in modern society. You also need to read or watch the news every day especially
on the international news/media and information related news/news on disasters etc. We will have
discussions on current affairs from the perspective of journalism studies.

Due to the nature of this course, | will mainly give lectures, including explanations of background
knowledge, but in order to deepen our understanding, | will use audio-visual materials, and group work
will be conducted as needed. If possible, | would like to have a 45 to 60-minute lecture in the first half,
followed by group discussions. Since there is a limitation to what | can do in the classroom alone, | may
give you many assignments. Depending on the number of students, | may adjust the course loads.

[Self-study before/after classes]

This course requires sufficient study time outside of class, including assignments outside of class.
According to the Standards for the Establishment of Universities (K¥&EE#E in Japan) , you should
spend four hours of study outside of class per week for two credits. This course requires a minimum of
4 hours of study outside of class per week.

Before

Materials and slides related to this lecture will be distributed in advance, so you are expected to prepare
for the class beforehand. Since we will be dealing with current affairs, you are encouraged to gather
information on a regular basis, especially from the news. If necessary, spend extra hours researching
and studying to get background knowledge. There is a possibility of assignments to read and write
summaries of foreign news reports, articles, and editorials on media and information (1.5-2 hours).

After

Review what you have learned in this class, and if necessary, use the reference materials to further your
study. Identify any points you did not fully understand and prepare to ask questions in the next class.
(about 2 hours)

[Methods of Evaluation and Grading Criteria)

The overall evaluation will be based on the grading standards of Toyo University.

Attendance, participation, effort, group activities 30 %
Midterm report 25%.

Final Report 30 %

Homwwork,minijournal, others 15%

[Pre-requisites]

No specific requirements.
[Textbooks]

There is no prescribed text.

[Reference Materials]
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York, NY: Routledge, 2019)
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Other references and materials will be available in class.
[Related Study Fields and Courses]

Media ethics and law, Toyo has a "lecture on public opinion," so that may be related to this course,

"writing for media" "news media studies" other subjects to study the impact of media on society,
statistical research methods, anything related to the internet, etc.

[Notes]

If you need special assistance or have any difficulties, please let me know, and | will give you further
instructions.

This is a very demanding course that requires extra learning time. There will be many assignments and
homework.

Regular attendance and class participation are essential for being successful in this course. This is an
intensive course. You should not miss the classes. However, | will support your learning as much as
possible if you are serious about taking this course. If your learning attitude is extremely negative, you
may be asked to leave the class because you may disturb other learners.X

Those who want easy credits (Z5) will be dissatisfied with this course. For your note, you might have a
hard time following this class if you are not used to interactive styles of instructions. If you have a hard
time communicating effectively with others, please consult with me. | will help you out even if you are
not a good communicator. | wasn't a good communicator in the past. When | ask questions or other
students make comments during a class, you are expected to respond appropriately. If you do not
respond to others, ignore all comments, or tsk-tsking(F3T5), it will be considered a refusal to
communicate and will not be counted as attendance. Also, attending is not enough, you must actually
participate in each class. If you do nothing and complain, | will assume that there is no trust relationship
and | will react to that accordingly.XIX

References and audio-visual materials will be distributed on Toyonetace and an online site for this
course. Please check them periodically.

If you do not understand the instructions, you get lost or get confused, be sure to check with me. If you
don't say anything, it will be difficult for me to help you. To avoid this, | really ask you to communicate
with me a lot.[X

| will tell you other rules and details related to the course on the first day of the class and distributed
them on Toyonetace and other online sites after the second week.

There is one thing | want you to do me a favor. Please promise to work hard. If you have any difficulties, |
will work with you. | promise all students who enroll in my class to learn/get something out of this
course.



